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Statues of Zheng He in Thai Society
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Abstract

This research aims to examine patterns of the statue of Zheng He (Sampogong) in Thailand and to
understand the belief and faith behind them. As a result of studies, statues of Zheng He in Thailand are
grouped into three types:

1. The Buddha Image called “Luang Por Tho Sampogong”

The legend has it that the enormous seated Buddha image of Wat Phanan Choeng was built or
restored by Zheng He when he traveled to Siam. Because of this legend, the Buddha image was later called
“Sampogong” which is one of Zheng He’s names. Nowadays the replicas of “Sampogong” image could be
found in many parts of Thailand.

2. Chinese Monk Statue

As a result of research and site visits, there are very few Zheng He statues as a Chinese monk in
Thailand. The statue can be also found at Sanbao Shrine in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. It shows that Zheng He,
from the overseas Chinese’s perception, was a Buddhist. This belief was also consistent with texts from Sutra
Marici Bodhisattva published in 1411. The texts mentioned that he himself made contributions for the
publishing of the Sutra and took the Bodhisattva precepts as a guideline for life.

3. Chinese God Statue

Bentougong statues in Thailand partly are a symbol of Zheng He. According to Nirat Wat Chao Fa
(Journey to Wat Chao Fa) of Sunthorn Phu, the best-known poet of the Rattanakosin Era, there was a clear
connection between ‘“Luang Por Tho Sampogong” image of Wat Phanan Choeng in Phra Nakhon Si
Ayutthaya and a Chinese god “Bentougong”. Besides this connection, the studies show that Bentougong
statues, which could be found not only in Thailand but also in China, India, and Indonesia, were built in the
same pattern which is a Chinese aristocrat in his eunuch uniform.

Although the statues of Zheng He in Thailand have been changed and developed, we can conclude
that the overseas Chinese in Thailand have faith and belief in Zheng He. Their belief was expressed in many

different ways, including the diversified statue of Zheng He in Thailand.

Keywords: Zheng He; Sampogong; Statue; Thai society
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