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ABSTRACT

This study applies the theory of conceptual metaphors to analyze the
metaphorical and expressive meanings of the word “X%” (chicken) in Mandarin
Chinese vocabulary and idioms gathered from 4 dictionaries. The research objective is
to explore Chinese people’s concepts about the word “3%8” (chicken) and their
conceptual changes, based on an observation that “chicken” is a Chinese auspicious
animal and plays an important part in traditional customs and rites, but why do most
Mandarin Chinese vocabulary and idioms with the word “¥%” (chicken) have negative
meaning?

According to the study, there are totally 6 compound words and 34 idioms
containing the word  “J¥%” (chicken) and used as metaphors in 2 groups of meanings:
[human beings are chicken] and [non-living things are chicken]. That is to say, there are
metaphors depicting human actions, habits and behaviors, and those applying to non-
living things i.e.objects and stories. Regarding expressive meaning, most of the
metaphors convey negative attitudes, going against traditional Chinese belief that
“chicken” is 1 of 12 zodiac constellations and an auspicious animal, which is deeply
tied in with Chinese people’s way of life and many local cultures as seen in rites of
birth, marriage and death i.e. the ceremony of making offerings to ancestral spirits.
What causes the deviation of Chinese people’s language concept on “chicken” comes
from the use of metaphors that require common attributes between the source
domain and target domain and observations on living things in their daily life. This
means the way they communicate reflects their view on the surrounding world, not
their traditional belief. In addition, this study presents social and cultural Chinese
perspectives on sex and marriage, related folk recreations, folklore influence, powerful

animals in Chinese culture and homophones.

Keywords: Chicken, Language analysis, Concept, Conceptual Metaphors
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