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Abstract
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The thesis “ Chineseness as Defined by Chinese Descendants in the Mueang District,
Phitsanulok Province” aims at an explanation of the construction of self-images of the Chinese as
an ethic minority group. The study emphasizes the changes of the definitions in the different
socio-political contexts, particularly in the periods of Marshal Bhibul Songkram (1937- 1945,
and1948-1957) and that of Marshal Sarit Dhanarat (1958-1963). The main questions are (1) what
are the differences between “Chineseness” as defined by the state in the different periods and how
the state sent its definitions into the recognition of Chinese descendants in Phitsanulok? (2)how
did they effect “Chineseness” of the Chinese descendants in Phitsanulok?, and (3) how did those
definitions were modified and adapted in the local conditions ? "

The study adopts the historical approach and is presented in the form of analytical

description. In addition to the direct interviews with the different strata of Chinese in question, the

main resources also came from official as well as local documents.
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From the study, it is found that the Chinese descendants in Phitsanulok had gone through
various definitions of “Chineseness ” over time. The definition of “Chineseness™ was not always
in direct response to the definitions given by the state, but was constructed in the context of their
ways of life and their relationships within the Chinese themselves and those with the non-
‘Chinese. Moreover the dialects, the socio-economic statuses and their political allegiance to the
Thai state are, to a large extent, important factors that determined the definition variations. Given
the different definitions by different factors at the group entity’s level, it is noteworthy that the

definitions also varied and often were modified at the individual level as well.



