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doufi 2 Abstract

This research is aimed to study the styles of god statues in the shrines of Bangkok. The

results can be summarized as follows:

1. The god sculptures of the early period bear a close relation with the cultures of the
Chinese immigrants of five Chinese dialect groups, as seen from the preference for small-sized
images, wood-carvings and Phok-sa technique. For those made after the reign of King Rama
VI, some still preserve Chinese traditional styles while some show new trends such as the

preference for huge-sized images and new kinds of materials.

2. Some Chinese chose the god statues bearing artistic features typical of their groups,
but some did not. The diversity of choices was possibly related with the different attitudes of
those Chinese immigrants: some tried to link themselves with the cultures of their ancestors

while some were open to other outside trends.

3. The headgears and costumes of god statues are related with other fields of the
Chinese art such as those in Chinese operas and those in Chinese paintings and sculptures.

These set of headgears and costumes help viewers easily recognize the status of each god.

4. The Chinese in Bangkok worshipped not only general gods, but also those specially
worshipped in their homelands. However, it is discovered that the beliefs of the Chinese in

Bangkok have been changed gradually. Possibly, a declining connection between the Chinese



immigrants and their homelands as well as better financial status of the immigrants should

have been the most important factors for this phenomenon.
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