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Abstract

This research studied changes in Chinese society from the Cultural Revolution to
the present and examined impacts from those changes. The study found that China
changed dramatically and differently during the two significant periods, that is, the Cultural
Revolution period (1966-1976) and the Reform and Opening-Up Policy period since 1978.

The study also purposed that the main factor of change in Chinese society was
leaders’ notions, especially during Mao - Deng eras. Both leaders, Mao Zedong and Deng
Xiaoping, had different notions. China under their rules were thus unalike. Whereas Mao
Zedong focused on communist theory of continuing revolution, class struggle, and a
proletarian revolution in order to achieve wealth equality, Deng Xiaoping’s main gold is
economic development. His core is "practice is the sole criterion of truth". Mao Zedong
was interested in culture and political system, while Deng Xiaoping leaved the debates on
culture and class conflict. He focused mainly on ruling by socialism and developing
economy. Deng’s notion has been followed by next generation Chinese leaders.

Moreover, impacts in Chinese society from the changes include people’s notion,

practice, value, and way of life. There are also certain problems which arise with changes.
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