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Abstract

This research focuses on 1) the significant impacts of Chinese influence on the
agricultural sector in particular on shifting plantation in Northern Thailand 2) the direction of
tangible policies for economic, social development and sustainable resource management
which contribute to local communities’ resilience. An ethnographic method was carried out in
Chiang Rai province and Phayao Province of which the local farmers, farm labours, residents
and small farm entrepreneurs are the main research population. The Cavendish banana
plantation was employed as a case studies to understand the relationship and interactions

among stakeholders.

The research demonstrates that large-scale shifting-plantations lead to negative impacts
on the local environment. The immigrant and ethnic workers are the most vulnerable group in
the plantation due to the inequity of access to healthcare and risk working environment. The
local residents nearby highly concerned about the potential negative effect of intense chemical
usage on the local river and surrounded soil contamination. While in Phayao province, contract
farming is the main mechanism to facilitate the growth of small-medium scale banana
plantations. The previous cash crops fields are being transformed to banana small-medium
scale farms. However, Chinese agricultural companies hold most of the market information and
relevant knowledge while inexperience local farmers are struggling in the fresh fruits

standardization and risking to the financial burden.

In order to encourage Chinese farming investors to contribute to borderland development
in a more sustainable way, social equality, and local livelihood improvement for Thai society.
Thai Government should introduce both incentive and control measures to tackle with shifting
plantation issues. The Policy recommendation includes adopting environmental cost accounting
concepts, encouraging the establishment of agricultural producer’s, farmer's and labour’s
association to increase their negotiation power, providing equitable access to market
information and promoting precision agriculture practices, rising labour wage and improving

local government capacity in coping with various forms of transnational agricultural investment.
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