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Abstract

This article examines the statue of Zheng He in Thailand and
develops the understanding of belief and faith behind them. As a
result of site visits and research, statues of Zheng He in Thailand
are grouped into three types: (a) the Buddha image called Luang
Por Tho Sam Po Gong; (b) Chinese monk statue; and (c) Chinese
God statue. According to historical records, Zheng He, the Chinese
fleet admiral of the Ming Dynasty, visited Thailand three times and
provided financial support in the restoration of Wat Phanan Choeng
and its revered buddha image. Since then, this enormous seated

Buddha image has been called “Sam Po Gong”.
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