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Abstract

The Exiled Kuomintang in Thailand, Waiting till Their Last Breath to Return Home
project is aimed to continue the study from previous project and to produce the news-oriented
documentary. The researcher has studied the information from many types of resources
before getting into the field work to interview a community leader and 59 former exiled
Kuomintang soldiers from 5 villages in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai provinces. Those villages
in Chiang Mai are Baan Tam-Ngob, a former 3 route army’s headquarter of General Li
Wenhuan, Baan Pa-Daeng, Baan Sinchai and Baan Arunotali, these three villages are the sub-
villages of Baan Tam-Ngob where it has a close relationship in primary. This is including the
elementary observation at old soldiers care home in Baan Mai Nongbua. About the field
working in Chiang Rai, it is taking place in Doi Mae Salong or Baan Santi Kiri, a former
headquarter of General Duan Xiwen’s 5" route army. The project led to a oral history and
collection of brief biography. A problem of loosing contact with family members in People's
Republic of China and returning to the motherland that almost all of the former soldiers gave
matched answer that returning homeland just once before the end of their life is the lifetime
last supreme dream.

The researcher searched and selected the subjects who wanted to return home to their
motherland as to follow and produce the news-oriented documentary, according to the
initially aim that have been determined. The search and selection process has been going with
difficulty because the researcher has to define the regulations and essential qualifications of
the subjects to avoid the problems that could follow while the field work is carried out in
China.

Eventually, the researcher found a former exiled Kuomintang soldier who best fit
every defined qualifications. That is Mr. Gao Chuoling or Surachai Saegao from Arunotai
village. The researcher joined the journey back to his motherland in Yongde Municipality,
Yunnan in People's Republic of China during Qingming festival which is crucially significant
for all Chinese people and the most meaningful time to return home. The researcher also meet
another exiled Kuomintang named Yang Zhengyi from Mu Krue-ah village, who traveled to
Yongde Municipality beforehand by himself.



The researcher collected the intensive information for the biography and documented
problems in losing in touch with subject’s relatives. This is included taking photographs
according to the plan that had been set up with some flexibility. According to the secondary
purpose of this project, cultural information of Yunnan that the researcher has experienced
throughout the period of this field work, both in Thailand and China, was gathered and put
together inside this report.

The subsequent effects of the ruthless Chinese Civil War have left deep traumatic
wounds in Gao Chuoling’s memory, his relatives in China, as well as every exiled
Kuomintang soldiers. These wounds will always remain until the end of their lives. Same as
the existence of the problems of returning to motherland and being disconnected with the
relatives in the homeland, everything will be going within the cold war atmosphere between
China and Taiwan, even though it is tending to fade away but will not be completely
disappear in the near future.

The researcher has collected, arranged, and analyze data together with photos and
produced an English language news documentary, which has been published in a regional
news magazine, Asia News (Special report, 26 February - 11 March 2010). This is a major
Asian regional publication with extensive media alliances, circulating in 18 countries, and
enjoys a large readership in Mainland China and Taiwan. Hence, all objectives set forth for
this research project have been achieved.

Moreover, this news documentary has been published repeatedly in many publications
both domestic and international. The tragic result of war has been demonstrated and
communicated to as many members of society as the researcher could possibly reach.
Hopefully, society would become more aware of the value and importance of peace in a

world filled with war.
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