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Rituals and Beliefs of Chinese Thai in Songkhla
Basin from Past to Present
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Abstract

The purpose of the Research Rituals and Beliefs of Chinese
Thai in Songkhla Basin from Past to Present is to study the development
in social and cultural aspects of ritual procedures and beliefs of Chinese
and Chinese Thai in Songkhla Basin.

The result of the study shows that Songkhla Basin has been the
settlements of groups of Chinese diasporas or the overseas Chinese since
pre-Bangkok period. Chinese immigrated to Songkhla Basin created society
and maintained their cultural identity which has been passed on from their
ancestors. Their culture and belief are inherited through the performing of
important traditions concerning seasonal festivals and Chinese lifecycle.
The procedure for creating family and society, capital accumulation and
maintaining Chinese culture progresses along with tocal culture, tradition and
belief, and the changing situation of Thai politics, economics and society which
are in the process of deveioping to modern society. As a result, the culture of
the overseas Chinese has been i'ntegrated with Thai culture and concretely
performed among those who grow up during these changing factors

and conditions.
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