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This paper examines China's investments in smart city development in African
countries. It will be elucidating that Beijing exports the “China Model” to developing
countries through the BRI and DSR. Chinese government defines its smart cities model in
terms of “safe cities, which emphasizes the national security dimensions. It promotes
the Beijing Consensus, a development concept different from the Washington
Consensus, to enhance the Rise of China in the international system. The China Model
of Smart Cites Development has been heavily promoted in Africa through Chinese
multinational corporations (MNCs). Huawei, one of the most prominent multinational
corporations and the leader of ICT sector in China, invests and implements surveillance
technologies in many countries. It has created surveillance systems to monitor people in
several cities in the hands of the local government and the Chinese government.
However, China’s Smart Cites export reflects that China is seeking and engendering
legitimacy to China’s development model in developing countries, especially in the
Africa region where China's smart city development model has been widely adopted by
African governments. In the same way, the adoption of Chinese Surveillance
Technologies accumulates China's potential and roles in the digital competition with the
US, leading to the transition of power relations in a direction that is more satisfactory to

China at the global level.
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