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Polawat Roiamphang : China’s Hydro-Hegemony and Resource Imperialism
and the Resistance from Transnational Civil Society: A Case Study of Dam
Construction in the Mekong Basin. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. KHORAPIN
PHUAPHANSAWAT

This thesis focuses on China's expansion of power in the Mekong region
through resource imperialism and China's Hydro-Hegemony in the Mekong Basin.
The research explores the development of resource imperialism and hegemony
along with the power contexts underpinning Chinese hegemony and domination
strategies. The study includes a case study on infrastructure projects as China's
instrument of controlling water resources in Laos and its impact. The research also
examines transnational civil society's counter-strategies, the roles, motivations,
strategies, and contributing factors to the success of transnational civil society as
an organization in opposing China's expanding power. Key findings in this thesis
include China's hegemony status, the outcome of civil society's opposition to
dams, and recommendations for stakeholder engagement, increasing transparent.
Finally, research seeks solutions with the least impact on the environment and

resolution of potential conflicts in the region.
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