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SIRIRAT PHUMKIRD : " ASVABAHU " AND THE USE OF LITERATURE
FOR DISSEMINATION OF POLITICAL THOUGHT AND IDEOLOGY. THESIS
ADVISOR : PROF.PIYANART BUNNAG,Ph.D.224 pp.
ISBN 974-632-161-7

This thesis studies the use of literature by King
Vajiravudh, who used the pseudonym " Asvabahu ", as and important
medium in the dissemination of political thought and ideology.

Key factors which 1led " Asvabahu " to choose 1literature as
his medium may be divided into 2 Xkinds : internal factors, which
comprised his own personal background and his special literary
gifts, and external factors, namely the political, economic, and
social situation both inside Thailand and abroad. The political
thought and ideology which appeared in the literary works of " Asvabahu "
were characterized by their nationalism. The focus of patriotic
feelings comprised loyalty . towards the monarch. Nationalism, here
signifying the nation, religion, and monarchy, was an ideology laid down
by King Vajiravudh himself. The nationalistic  thought and ideology

which appeared in the literary works of " Asvabahu " may be divided
ihto. 4 types : 1. thougts —and ideclogy against certain nations and
nationalitics ; 2. thoughts —and- ideolégy to promote the king's ideas
of government ; 3. thoughts ~and |'ideology concerning how to conduct
oneself; and 4. thoughts and ideology to foster certain ideas and
attitudes about war and military strategy. The subject-matter of

these literary works also reflected very <clearly the interaction
between King Vajiravudh's writings and Thailand's social conditions at
that time.

It is not possible .to comclude with any certainty how much

success " Asvabahu " had in using literature to disseminate  his
political ideology. Nevertheless there were reactions from the
intellectual readers of his day, both to works written by the king
under the name " Asvabahu " and related works by him wusing other
pseudonym. Nevertheless the use of " Asvabahu "'s works as a medium
for the dissemination = of ideology continues to this day. for
instance, " Asvabahu "'s work is still regularly quoted, owing to

the usefulnees of its contents and ideas on the proper conduct of
oneself, both as an individual and as a member of society.
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